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[Summary]

Acquired by Nitto Denko in 1987, Hydranautics is a manufac-
turing company focusing on liquid separation modules with its
head office in San Diego and almost 20 sales/service offices
worldwide. It is located in the city of Oceanside (San Diego
county) and shares the site with another Nitto Denko group affil-
iate, Nitto Denko Technical, which is currently constructing a
new research and development building to serve as its United
States research center for bio- and optical-related products.

Our company has a research and development staff of 25
engaged mainly in customer-oriented short-term development
products, technology support for major municipal water pro-
jects, software development, optimization of operational tech-
nology, analysis, and business support activities. Projects with
a relatively longer timescale and a highly challenging nature are
undertaken by the research department of the Nitto Denko
Membrane Division and the Core Technology Center.

Development of flat membranes has been in progress since
the late 1980s through collaboration between Japan and the
United States and recently we have filed an increased number
of joint patent applications, mainly for seawater desalination
membranes. Exchange is not limited to the research and devel-
opment field. In the last few years there has been a sharp
increase in the amount of production commissioned to the
Shiga Plant in Japan and the Shanghai Factory in China. Raw
material supply, finished product inventory management, and
other aspects of worldwide distribution control and overall opti-
mization have consequently become important issues. Our
approach to research and development bases will also require
future optimization, with attention given from a consistent global
perspective to issues such as involvement of platform technolo-
gies, availability of human resources, and customer-focused
operation.




