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The Onomichi Plant is located in

Onomichi City in Hiroshima Prefecture.

Onomichi is a port town that has for cen-

turies been visited by ships traveling

around the Seto Inland Sea.  The Sanyo

Shinkansen (bullet train), the Sanyo

Expressway and the Nishi Seto

Expressway, offer excellent access to the

area and there are plans for another

expressway from Onomichi to Matsue, a

city located on the Japan Sea coast (see

Fig. 1).  

Onomichi is also a city with a rich cul-

tural heritage.  Naoya Shiga wrote his

"Journey On A Dark Night," in Onomichi

and Fumiko Hayashi, the author of "A

Wanderer's Diary," attended a girls'

school in Onomichi and spent her teenage

years in the area.  Ascending a road that

leads to one of the many old temples in

the area provides a commanding view of

the sea and provides plenty of scenes wor-

thy of a painting, as evidenced by the

many works created by artists such as

Wasaku Kobayashi.  The Onomichi

Municipal Art Museum, which was

designed by Tadao Ando and affords a

magnificent view of the city from its loca-

tion on Mt. Senkoji, has hosted the

"Onomichi: the City of Paintings－ 4

Seasons Art Exhibition" every other year

since 1984.  The entrance to the Optical

Design Center boasts one of the prize-

winning paintings.  

The city is also a well known film loca-

tion on account of the Onomichi Trilogy
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[Summary]
The Optical Design Center was established in the

Onomichi Plant in 2001 for research and development of

optical films for flat panel displays.  

Optical films for LCDs are multifunctional films with a vari-

ety of optical functions.  That means that the optimum mate-

rials and processes for each functional layer will differ.  The

Optical Design Center plays an important role in the com-

mercialization of products by using simulation technology to

design multifunctional multi-layer films and by combining

various materials and process technologies.  
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Fig. 1  Map showing location of Nitto Denko's Onomichi plant
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